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OUR MISSION:  As disciples of Christ, St. Mark ministers that all may know the joy of Christ’s  
                                    love through ministries of  Welcoming, Growing, and Caring. 

ST. MARK CROSSINGS 

THE  STORY  THAT  WON’T  GO  AWAY 
 
It’s been nearly 2000 years since the story was first told.  It has been re-told time and again since then.  
You and I know the story very well by now.  The disciples of Jesus, who had hoped he was the Messiah, 
or at least a great historical figure, have now reached the end of their journey with Jesus.  And the end 
has been bitter.  Expecting glory and triumph, they have seen Jesus betrayed, rejected, arrested, tried, 
condemned, treated with bitter contempt, and put on the cross to die the death of a criminal.  The end 
has come.  The disciples must now accept that they have followed a failed Messiah or merely a perse-
cuted prophet and/or holy man.  Their mission must now be abandoned. 
 
This is how the 2000 year-old story could have ended.  But we know there’s more, don’t we?  Some of 
the women disciples – followers of Jesus – come to the tomb.  It is empty, and they hear some earth-
shattering words from a mysterious messenger(s).  He, Jesus, is not here.  He has been raised!   In one of 
the Gospel accounts these women run away in fear and say nothing.  In another account, they flee the 
tomb, only to encounter and finally worship the risen Jesus standing in front of them.  In still another 
account, the women tell the news of the resurrection to the male disciples of Jesus, but their joyous news 
is not believed.  In still another account, Mary Magdalene has a personal experience with the risen 
Christ whom she does not initially recognize, but then does recognize when he calls her by name.  The 
main point of all of these accounts, though, is very straightforward….Jesus is risen from death. 
 
Soon, not just the women, but all the followers of Jesus will have their lives and their viewpoints turned 
completely upside down by the resurrection.  Their discipleship in Jesus, which they thought had ended, 
has now begun again in an even more powerful mode.  No longer can they see Jesus as a failed Messiah 
or a tragic, fallen hero.  Now he has to be proclaimed as the living Lord.  And these disciples of Jesus, 
whose lives were turned upside down by the resurrection, will now go on to give their lives in service 
and in martyrdom for the news that had so stunned them when they first experienced it. 
 
This is the story that won’t go away; not even 2000 years later!  It is the story of Easter.  It is the stun-
ning story of transformation from death to new life…from ending to new beginning.  And it is our story 
as well.  Let us never cease to be stunned by the resurrection.  Let us never cease to be turned upside 
down by its earth-shattering reality.  Let us never cease to give thanks to our God.  Let us never cease to 
share the story in word and deed with a world which still desperately needs to hear it.  Amen. 
 
                                                                                                          -Pastor Paul 
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                       HOLY WEEK  SCHEDULE  
 
     Wednesday, April 8 – Worship at 6:30 P.M. – Sanctuary 
 
     Maundy Thursday, April 9 – Worship at 1:00 P.M. – Chapel 
                                                       Worship at 7:00 P.M. – Sanctuary 
       
     Good Friday, April 10 – Worship at 1:00 P.M. – Chapel 
                                              Worship at 7:00 P.M. – Sanctuary 

 
          EASTER SUNDAY, April 12 – Festival Worship at 8:00 A.M. – Sanctuary 
                                                               Sunday School Breakfast & Play – 9:00 A.M. 
                                                               Festival Worship at 10:15 A.M. – Sanctuary  
                   “Brass Unlimited” will play at both services 

RESURRECTION  EGG  HUNT 
 
Once again, this year, we will be having our annual “resurrection egg hunt” on Sunday, April 5th, 
following the 10:15 worship service.  The children will search for plastic eggs filled with little treats.  
Some of the eggs, however, will be filled with special symbols which remind us of the story of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.  Following the finding of the eggs, we will gather in the fellowship hall for a 
light lunch and to see and hear about the symbols which tell the story of Jesus.  All are welcomed and 
encouraged to participate.  Please be sure to join us!    
 

WEDNESDAY  WORSHIP   
 
Wednesday worship continues beyond the Lenten season on a regular weekly basis at St. Mark.  
Does your work schedule make it tough for you to attend worship on Sunday morning?   Do you have 
difficulty “getting going” in the morning?  Is morning just a bad time for you or for your family?  We 
have just the solution for you!  Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. we have a wonderful worship service in 
the upstairs sanctuary.  The service is somewhat more informal and contemplative than the Sunday 
morning celebration.  There are some times of silence, prayer, the reading of scripture, hymn singing, a 
homily, candlelight, and Holy Communion in a 45 minute time frame.  We hope that you can join us! 

                                 LENTEN  LUNCHEON  HONORING  SENIORS  
 
Our Lenten Luncheon honoring those 70 years of age and older will be held on Wednesday, April 1st.  
We hope you can join us!   The luncheon begins in the fellowship hall at 11:30 a.m.  It is followed by a 
1:00 service of Holy Communion in the chapel.  If you need a ride, please call the church at 242-3466 
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MONDAY EVENING YOUTH GATHERINGS 

  
St. Mark’s youth (6th grade-12th grade) are invited to join Gary Roesser, Sr. on  

April 6 & 20th at 5:30 p.m. for the Monday evening youth gatherings.   
Please bring your dinner with you 

 
St. Mark Youth will be holding a Congregational Lunch after worship on Sunday, April 26th.  

 
 

IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR CAMP LUTHER!   2009 
 

For the 64th year, the “hillsides of Camp Luther” will again come alive with 
laughter, music, learning, and fun, as Camp Luther participants will gather the 
week of June 21-27 at Camp Caesar in Cowen, WV.  The theme this year will 
be “Love to Serve!” 
 
Applications are available in the youth lounge or on Camp Luther’s website 
www.camplutherwv.com.  They are due back into the office at St. Mark no 
later than April 19.  Return the applications with a $50 deposit made out to 
“St. Mark Lutheran Church”. (The remainder of the registration fee is covered 

through the youth fund.) 
 
             Please contact Sherri if you have any questions: 242-5012 or RPaulSchafer@aol.com. 
 

CROSSROADS 
St. Mark’s Youth in Ministry 

     SOFTBALL  SEASON  COMING  SOON! 
 
 Dust off your old mitt and get ready for another summer of 
fun in the sun with our St. Mark softball team.  Everyone 
(men and women) 16 years and older is invited to play on the 
team.  We do try to play as well as possible, but the main 
point is fun and not hard-nosed competition.  Last year we 
managed to win the league!  This was quite a feat which we 
will, again, strive for this year, but, always in fun and Christian sportsmanship.  One change coming 
this year is the league in which we play will be managed under the auspices of Wheeling Recreation 
Services.  This means that our games will no longer be played at Bridge Street, but will be played on 
Wheeling Island.  We hope that you can join us for all the fun this year.  If you are interested in 
playing on the team, contact Ray Braun (see church directory) or call the church office at 242-
3466.  Thanks! 
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       LIVING MEMORIALS PLACED BY 
 
-Beulah Seamon in memory of brother, James Young, Sr. 
-Fred Pile in memory of Bob Beck 
-Bruce Campbell in memory of Bob Beck 
-Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schafer in memory of William Schafer 
 

FEBRUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
PERFECT  ATTENDANCE  

 
In spite of winter’s snowy blast, the following students were here 
each week in February: 
 
Rylie White Stanford Borrell   Clyde Borrell 
Rob Davis Elliott Ellison 

 OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

Baptized— Aidan Graham Davis 
 

Funerals— William Lewis Schafer 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
What is Maundy Thursday, the Thursday of Holy Week all about? The word 
“Maundy” is a shortened version of the Latin word mandatum, which means 
“commandment.”  
 
At the Last Supper in John’s Gospel, Jesus gave his friends a new commandment. 

He told the disciples, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another” (John 13:34, NRSV). In the gospel of Luke and in Paul’s ac-
count from 1 Corinthians, Jesus begins the tradition of the communion meal at the Last Supper with the 
commandment “So do this in remembrance of me”. 
 
As Christians gather to eat and share Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday, we should make a spe-
cial effort to exhibit our love and respect for one another. Let us seek out people whom we don’t natu-
rally have affection for and express our wish that the living Christ may dwell in them and bless them.  
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                   APRIL   BIRTHDAYS 
 
  1— Jim Lapp, Sr., Anita Petri, Mary Anna Strickler 
  4—Lauren Schumacher, Jeanie Lotz 
  5—Wilma Rentschler 
  6—Margie Ball, Billie Johnston, Kerry Marshall 
  7—Ralph Boyd, Jenny Humphrey, Becky Krumski 
  8—Jana Jarrett 
  9—Eleanor Peyton 
10— Katherine Proch 
11— Bethany Evans, Velma McKenzie, Beth Prather 
         Andrew Slater, Dick White, Stephanie Reineke 
12—Tyler Oravetz 
13—Chris Jarrett, William Kennedy 
14—Sandy Beck 
16—Ruth Miller 
19—Noel Black, Janine Pietras 
20—Harry Abplanalp, Corey Braden 
23—Bill Dumas, Sr. 
24—Lila Hillberry 
25—Randy Minch 
26—Ashley Ondrik, Allen Tustin 
28—Rob Braden, Ashlee Robinson, Sue Vargo 
        Harriett Weidner 
30—Marianne Lapp, Marion Zwicker 

APRIL  WEDDING   
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 4—Mike & Kathie Porter 
  8—Bill & Whitney Burris 
17—Kerry & Laraw Marshall 
18—John & Kate Freed 
19—Steve & Dana Parshall 
20—Harry & Martha Abplanalp 
        Don & Rhonda Braden 
27—Bill & Adriana Ackerman 

 
 APRIL ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
 5—JoAnne Meyer in memory of family members 
        
12—Helen Petri in honor of son, Eric’s birthday 
        Helen Mendel in memory of husband, Irvin, at his birth date 4/15 
        Freda Pelley in thankfulness for her family and St. Mark Friends 
 
19—Lila Dumas in honor of husband, Bill’s birthday 4/23 
        Grace Kennedy in honor of daughter Janine’s birthday, and grandson, William’s 5th Birthday. 
 
26—Dorothy & Dave Harman in memory of father, Ernest J. Dieckmann at his birth date 4/29 
        Bob & Connie Dunlevy in memory of Brandon Dunlevy and Frances Borsuk 
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PAUL AND THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH 
 
Join us in Rome this summer at the Elm Grove Commu-
nity VBS right here at St. Mark.  July 27-31 from 9-noon 
we are planning an amazing recreation of first century 
Rome.   
 
During your time in Rome, you’ll explore the streets of Rome 
with a special “tour guide” named Paul. Well, that’s his name 
now. The early Christians first heard of him as Saul—a Phari-
see with an unparalleled pedigree. He consented to the ston-
ing of Stephen, went into Christians’ homes and dragged 
them to prison, and had them beaten and tortured. But when 
God blinded Saul on the road to Damascus, things changed. 
God spoke to Saul, and Saul was changed forever. He became 
Paul, a Jesus-follower with a passion for helping people know God.  As we explore the market-
places and secret Christian hideouts with Paul he will help us learn important Bible Points: 
 

 
Rome VBS Bible Points 
 
DAY 1 - God's love is a gift. 
Bible Verse: "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord". (Romans 6:23) 
 
DAY 2 - God's love changes us. 
Bible Verse: "Don't copy in the behavior and customs of this world, 
but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think". (Romans 12:2) 
 
DAY 3 - God's love is always with us. 
Bible Verse: "And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us 
from God's love". (Romans 8:38) 
 
DAY 4 - God's love saves us. 
Bible Verse: "But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were still sinners". (Romans 5:8) 
 
DAY 5 - God's love worth sharing. 
Bible Verse: "For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ". 
(Romans 1:16) 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS 
 
The Global Missions Team wishes to draw attention to a local mission trip to Honduras.  Members of 
Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church in Wheeling will be traveling this June to the hills of Honduras 
to help Rivers of the World (ROW)* complete a hospital.  ROW is a not-for-profit Christian ministry 
that targets remote river basins.   Their goal is to serve with people who live in these river basins and it 
is those they serve who determine the ROW projects.  ROW emphasizes that it is their country, village 
and culture, but our problems as a whole.  ROW projects run the gamut of needs, from academics, re-
search, education, medical/dental concerns, go hand in hand with church planting, construction, evan-
gelism and Bible distribution. 
 
The team at Vance is currently collecting items for hygiene kits for distribution in Honduras.  These 
items include the following: toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, comb, brush, anti-itch cream, anti-bacterial 
cream, lip balm, and Tylenol.  Their goal is to fill 250 of these kits.  We would like the St. Mark con-
gregation  to help them meet and hopefully surpass that goal.  Soon a donation box will be in the lower 
narthex for these items.  Monetary donations can also be made.  Watch your weekly bulletins for more 
information and updates on this worthy project!     
*ROW information obtained from the website:  http://www.row.org/ 



CROSSINGS 8 

8  

 

 
 

presents 
 

ELDER LAW WORKSHOP 
FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR NURSING HOME CARE 

 

PAUL McKAY 
 McKAY AND McKAY ASSOCIATES 

 
Edgwood Lutheran Church 

National Road 
 

Thursday, April 16 
2:00pm – 4:00pm 

 
Registration begins at 1:30pm 

$5/person  
(Please pre-register by April 14 by emailing sherri @clp-online.or g  

or calling 242-5012) 
 
 
 

· Do you understand the difference between “guardians hip”, “medical power of  
· attorney”, and “conservator”?  
· What is “Estate Recovery”?  
· Do trusts work well for Medicaid planning?  
· How does one “gift” without being penalized?  
· How does the Deficit Reduction Act affect gifting?  
· Do you understand the difference between Medicaid p lanning & Estate planning?  
 
Paul Montgomery McKay is a partner with McKay and McKay, Attorneys at Law at 83 Twelfth 
Street, Wheeling, West Virginia.  Mr. McKay concentrates his practice on Elder Law, Estate 
Planning and Trusts and Litigation concerning those areas.  He is a member of the National 
Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Inc. (NAELA), the Ohio County Bar Association, West Vir-
ginia State Bar Association and the American Bar Association.  Mr. McKay is a member of the 
West Virginia State Bar Probate Committee and the Environmental Law Committee.  He re-
sides in Wheeling with his wife and family. 
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EASTER BREAKFAST 
 
Join us for our annual Family Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 
12, 2009 between 9-10 AM in Fellowship Hall.  Whether you at-
tend the 8 AM service or the 10:15 service, breakfast is prepared 
for you and your family.  At 9:30 AM The Easter Story, a movie 
by St. Mark Sunday School will premiere on the big screen.  
 

 
 
 
FIRST COMMUNION   
 
If your child or grandchild is in third grade or higher and ready to take 
their first Communion please call the Church office at 242-3466 or tell 
Pastor Paul or Amy Hinkelman.  We will be presenting First Communion 
on Sunday, May 10, 2009 at the 10:15 service.  There are three classes 
that parents and children need to attend in preparation.  We have found 
that the time convenient for most people for these classes is Sunday 
morning during the Sunday School hour (9-10:00 a.m.) on the Sundays 
preceding First Communion. These days are Sunday, April 26th, May 
3rdh, and May 10th, 2009.  These classes explain Communion to the kids 
and prepare the parents to discuss it with the children at home.  These 
classes are fun and informative; they include family activities for you to 
choose to share during the week.  There are also craft activities tied to 
Communion each week. 
 

 

 

APRIL SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

5   Palm Sunday People Rejoice as Jesus Enters Jerusalem Mark 11:1-11 

9   Maundy Thursday Easter Program Practice    

12 Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Family Breakfast & Program  

          Fellowship Hall 9-10 AM 

19 Jesus Is Alive! Mark 16:1-8/ Jesus Appears to His Disciples  

          John 20:19-31 

26 Jesus Sends Power From God Acts 2:1-21 
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THIS ‘N THAT 
 
SPONSORS NEEDED for our monthly newsletter, the “Crossings”.  You have the opportunity to 
dedicate a printing of a monthly issue “In Memory Of” someone special, or as a special gift “In 
Honor of Someone or Special Anniversary”.  Donation of  $100.00 is asked.  Please call the office if 
you are interested  in sponsoring a monthly issue of our newsletter (242-3466).   At the time of 
this writing—the months of 2009 that are available are June through December. 
 
 
To  St. Mark Congregation: 
Many thanks to everyone for all of your cards and prayers as well as your phone calls and support 
following Bob’s sudden death.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated during this very difficult time.  
Also a very special thanks to Pastor Paul for always being there for us.  
                                                                                                       -Sandy Beck & Family 

 
Dear members of St. Mark:  On behalf of “Meals on Wheels”, I 
thank you for your generous donations of baked goods. The ladies 
are so appreciative of all you do. 
                                                     -God bless you, Carolyn Smith 
                                                      Volunteer-Meals on Wheels 
 
Thank you very much for the money that will assist me with my 
schooling. It was very helpful. 
                                                     -Brandon Watkins 
 

Dear St. Mark, Thank you for the check sent to me to help with my college expenses. The money 
will go a long way with helping me with groceries, bills, and other expenses. It was greatly appreci-
ated.                                                                                                -Thank you, Blake Watkins 
 
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER:  The youth would like to say a big “THANKS” to 
everyone who supported their pancake supper. They raised $358 with Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans contributing an additional $358 in matching funds. 
 
IS YOUR GIVING CURRENT?  Our anticipated “giving” through February 28, 2009 was 
$28,333. “Giving” received totaled $25,855. Total income-to-date is $33,216. Total spending-to-date 
is $44,120. The February church financial statement is posted on the first floor bulletin board for 
those interested. 
 
PLAY BALL!!   Recently pictured in the newspaper was Ray Braun representing St. Mark for the 
upcoming Church Softball League play. Good luck to the team this year. 
 
RECYCLE YOUR OLD CRAYONS:  The National Crayon Recycle Program takes old, rejected, 
broken crayons and recycles them into fresh new crayons. You don’t have to do anything to your old 
crayons before you send them to be recycled. Just collect, box and ship them as they are; don’t even 
remove the wrappers. To learn more visit www.crazycrayons.com or call 800-561-0922. 
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The printing & donation of materials for this newsletter 
printing was partially funded by  

 
BOB & DORIS SCHAFER 

IN MEMORY OF PARENTS: 
MR. & MRS. HENRY SCHAFER & 
MR. & MRS. ALBERT SCHIFFLER 


