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OUR MISSION:  As disciples of Christ, St. Mark ministers that all may know the joy of Christ’s  
                               love through ministries of  Welcoming, Growing, and Caring. 

ST. MARK CROSSINGS 

CHRIST IN OUR MIDST     
 
In one of Martin Luther’s sermons he reminded his congregation that 
when Mary gave birth to Jesus, she wrapped him in bands of cloth 
and laid him in a manger because there was no place for them in the 
inn.  Luther focused on that line… “there was no place for them in 
the inn.”  As Luther honed in on that phrase he said to the congrega-
tion; “there was no place in the inn?  Of course there was.  There was 
all the room in the world in the inn, but nobody would give up a 
spot.”  Luther went on to say; “Shame on you wretched Bethlehem, 
you should’ve been burned with brimstone, for no one would give up 
even one room for the Holy Family and the baby, Jesus!”  Then, Lu-
ther turned to the congregation and said; “And you; don’t you think 

you would’ve done better.  Oh, sure I can here you say it now, ‘we’d have given up our room for the 
baby, Jesus.  We’d have even washed his diapers.’  Sure you would, because you know who he turned 
out to be.  But if you had been there in Bethlehem all those years ago, you wouldn’t have done any bet-
ter.  And if you think you would, why don’t you care for your neighbor, who is Christ in your midst?”   
 
Luther’s sermon challenges us still today to see our neighbor (which excludes no-one) as Christ in our 
midst.  Perhaps this is the most important Christmas message we can hear.  Perhaps this is the heart of 
the meaning of the Incarnation (God becoming flesh).  When God became flesh in Jesus, God declared 
all human life to be supremely sacred.  That means you and me, but it also means people we do not 
know or understand, and even people we may consider “unworthy” or in the “enemy camp.”  In the 
light of the Incarnation, all of our neighbors are Christ in our midst.  Our neighbor who is homeless is 
Christ in our midst.  Our neighbor living a world away, in a culture very different than our own, is 
Christ in our midst.  Our neighbor in prison is Christ in our midst.  Our neighbor without enough food 
or without health insurance is Christ in our midst.  Even our neighbor who may hate us is Christ in our 
midst.   
 
The Christmas message is not a platitude on a greeting card, rather it is a challenge to see all of our 
neighbors, indeed, as Christ in our midst.  That’s the calling we receive when we see the baby Jesus in 
the manger, and it is the calling we receive when we see the suffering Christ on the Cross and the risen 
Christ emerging from the empty tomb.  As God has loved us so much in Jesus Christ, now we are  
                                                                                                                         (Continued on page 2) 
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Continued from page 1 
 
called to love one another.  As God was relentlessly determined to join us to himself in Christ, so are 
we to be determined to reach out to our neighbors in need.  For the one over-arching truth of our exis-
tence is that we cannot finally escape the Grace of God and, therefore, we cannot in good conscience, 
escape the call of God which also comes to us by that same Grace.  And in all of this, we are most 
wondrously blessed.  I wish all of you a very blessed Christmas indeed.                    
 
                                                                                                  -Pastor Paul 

                                        WEDNESDAY  EVENING  SERVICE  CHANGE   
 

During the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, our 
Wednesday evening worship will feature the “Holden Evening 
Prayer Service” by Marty Haugen.  Marty Haugen is a world-
renowned composer of liturgical music.  If you haven’t had a 
chance to hear the music of Haugen, or you would like to try our 
Wednesday worship, this is a good time to do so.  All services be-
gin at 6:30 p.m. in the upstairs sanctuary.  In addition to music, 
the service includes a text and sermon, a time for meditative reflec-

tion and prayer, an opportunity for candle lighting and a wonderful time to just relax and be more 
intentionally in the presence of God.   We hope to see you sometime on Wednesday evening. 
                                                   
WEDNESDAY WEATHER WORSHIP  POLICY — Worship services on Wednesday evening 
will continue throughout the winter months.  However, regarding weather cancellations the new 
policy is as follows:  When Ohio County Schools are cancelled or have an early dismissal, 
Wednesday worship will automatically be cancelled.   When school is off, so is Wednesday 
worship. When bad weather hits unexpectedly or looks threatening, and schools remain in 
session, we will call a list of people who attend Wednesday worship on a regular or semi-
regular basis to announce cancellation. If you would like to have your name added to the 
Wednesday cancellation call list, please call or  e-mail the church office.  Thanks. 

                              THANKS TO THE SATURDAY WORK CREW  
 
Special thanks to the St. Mark volunteers who worked from 8-12 on Saturday (Nov. 14) morning:  
Denny Bartolovich, Carl Bowman, Judy Bowman, Merv Evans, Harry Sacco, Paul Schafer, Gary 
Stuntz, and Dick White.   
 
Tasks completed:  rebuilt faucets and drain in 3 Sunday School sinks, replaced the drain trap in the 
Communion prep room, repaired the main kitchen sink faucet, cleaned unnecessary items from the 
Deacons Room, moved storage cabinet, started the repair of the hallway ceiling, and did a complete 
inspection of the roof—removed leaves and checked the drains.  Thanks again. 
                                                                                                                                   -Harry Sacco 
 
Another work opportunity will be held next month to complete other needed repairs. 
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2010 ST. MARK CHURCH COUNCIL 
 
Newly elected Trustees:  Judy Bowman, Jacki Roesser 
                     Returning:  Jim Braden, Norma Robinson, Alvin Schafer, Dick White (Vice President)       
 
Newly elected Elders:    Sandy Beck, Sarah Borrell, Gary Stuntz, 
                   Returning:    Clyde Borrell (President), Bob Steele, and Gary Roesser, Sr. 
                                      
Newly elected Deacons:  Martha Abplanalp, Rob Davis, Gary Roesser, Jr.,  
                                         Heidi Watkins, Cheryl Stuntz, and Jacki Shay  
                      Returning:  Harry Abplanalp, Denny Bartolovich, Maggie Espina,  
                                         Nancy Felici, Jill Vessels and Susan West 
                       
Treasurer is Art Schehl and Financial Secretary is Carl Bowman.  We thank them and  all those 
leaving Council this year for their discipleship this past year.  Special thanks to Norma Robinson 
and Clyde Borrell for serving so faithfully and diligently as our president and vice president for 
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Join the Guitar Praise Jam Session each Sunday morning from 8:30-9:00AM in the Kid’s Worship 
Room!  All kids and youth under 18 are welcome.  Rock out to your favorite Christian Rock 
hymns and Praise God while playing video games!  Lyrics are projected onto the big screen, so 
singers join in as well. 

                CHRISTMAS  EVE  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  
 
      1:00 p.m.  Worship with Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 
      7:00 p.m.   Youth and family worship with Holy Communion  
                             in the Sanctuary 
 
     10:30 p.m.  “Brass Unlimited” special music in the Sanctuary 
 
     11:00 p.m.  Candle light worship with Holy Communion  
                              in the Sanctuary 



CROSSINGS 4 

 

            MONTHLY SPONSORS ARE NEEDED FOR THE NEWSLETTER  
 
Due to the cost of this monthly St. Mark publication we ask for a sponsor each month to give a dona-
tion in the amount of $100 to help defray the total cost.  Dedicate a certain month in memory of a 
loved one, in honor of a birthday or anniversary or any cause dear to your heart.  Please contact the 
church office for what month you would like to sponsor. Right now all months of 2010 are available, 
so pick your month early so it will be available.  Please call the church office, e-mail or send a note  
telling us you desire.  Thanks. 
 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS  
 
We will be collecting non perishable food items again this year for Christmas 
Baskets.  We will be receiving a list of at least 20 families in the area that reg-
istered with Information Helpline to whom we will distribute food baskets and 
toys to. 
 
If you know of a family in need you can give the name to Pastor Paul or call 
the church office.  Craig & Cheryl Peyton will again be chairing this event, so 
if you have any questions or would like to help please let them know.  
 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is making a contribution to help defray ex-
penses. 

          DECEMBER KID’S WORSHIP CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
B.I.G. Idea:  We believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah 
B.I.G. Theme:  A Savior Is Born 
Bible Verse:  To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Mes-
siah, the Lord.    Luke 2:11 
 
December 6th       The Angel’s Message—Like 1:26-38 
This week you’ll learn about how Mary got the good news about Jesus.  At the Sta-

tion everyone’s getting ready for Christmas...an angel for an art project and an angel in a play. 
 
December 13th     BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS AT NOON WITH  
                             “SANTA GIVES BACK CHRISTMAS” PLAY 
Mary Visits Elizabeth—Luke 1:39-45 
Mary couldn't wait to tell the good news of Jesus to her friend, Elizabeth.  You can still tell the good 
news to your friends and family, too.  Everyone’s excited about Ana’s news that her cousin is having 
twins….everyone except Sperry. 
 
December 20th      Journey to Bethlehem—Luke 2:1-5 
Mary and Joseph had to travel on a journey to Bethlehem.  This week you’ll learn about preparing for 
God’s gift.  On the road you’ll visit what Bethlehem might have been like when Jesus was born. 
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          DECEMBER   BIRTHDAYS 
  
 1— Emma Baker, Terri Huls, Kristen Slater 
 2—Jean Davis 
 4—Ella May Evans 
 6—Mark Robinson, Margaret Wyatt 
 8—Judy Hillberry,  Laraw Marshall 
 9—Carol Steele 
11—Robert Lovell, Beulah Seamon 
12—Lou Emeterio 
13—Sharon Cappiccie, David Weidner 
15—Jason Felici, Charles Jonas, Margaret Ragni 
16—Jim Braden, Ron Kasserman, Heidi Watkins 
17—Ray Braun, Jacqueline Heil, Fred Simon 
19—Christina Oravetz 
21—Jerry Hannahs, Scott Slater 
22—Nancy Felici, Gary Knollinger 
24—Christine Dunkin 
26—Anna Allman 
27—Craig Kriner 
28—Jim Lapp, II 
29—Judy Fedczak, Brenda Schafer,  
        Kevin Watkins 
31—Dottie Boyd, Richard Charnock 

DECEMBER  WEDDING   
ANNIVERSARIES  

 
16—Kerry & Danielle Marshall 
17—Bernard & Connie Knollinger 
19—Lawrence & Helen Fischer 
21—Harry & Kathy Sacco 
27—Dick & Norma Farrow 

WOMEN’S  CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
 

      SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 6TH , 2009      
Time:  2—4 P.M.      In Fellowship Hall 

 

The Pitt Sisters will be singing for us and we will be 
serving a special dessert. 

We invite all women to come to celebrate  
the season together.   

Please bring a $5 Gift Exchange    

                                           MEMORIALS 
 
-Bernie & Connie Knollinger, Bernie Knollinger, Jr. and Chris & 
       Sheleigh Parziale in memory of James H. Lapp   
 
-William G. Hahne, III in memory of James H. Lapp 
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                             GRAPPLE 
 
Preteens Grapple starts the last Sunday of November! 
 
Parents if you want your young people to be able to connect 
with each other safely, sign them up for Grapple.  Grapple 
is a secure web site that can only be accessed by St. Mark 
preteens, there they can play games, vote on activities for 
Sunday School and share “God sightings” (Examples they 
see of God at work in their lives).  Keep them connected to 
St. Mark and each other during the week.  Please see Amy 
Hinkelman for more information or permission slips. 

                                 TURKEY DINNER  2009 
 
What a time we had cooking thirty three turkeys along with a 
half dozen turkey breasts.  Seeing the men on Tuesday tearing 
the turkeys apart with dozens of women in the kitchen doing 
various jobs, and our taskmaster Fran Braden handling the whip 
and not letting us stop was a sight-to-behold.  This work went on 
every day and a few evenings during the week preceding the big 

event.  Then the big day arrived.  Dozens of pies and cheese cakes started to come in and the pie cut-
ting ladies went to work.  The tables had been prepared for the first group of arrivals and then the 
party began.  Dozens of volunteers, young people, older people, scouts and hundreds of people eating, 
what more could you ask for?  About 7 P.M. over 800, which included over 400 carry outs, had their 
fill, and the clean-up started.  The balance of food was then given to a charitable organization.  Wow!  
Wasn’t it a wonderful time for St. Mark and the community?  The fellowship and the profits from the 
affair were just outstanding.  Thanks people, we couldn’t have done it without all your help.   
 
Speaking of profits.  After all bills were paid, it looks like we have just under $10,000.00 available to 
give to our various charities.  This amount includes a sizable contribution from one of our family 
members and $1,200.00 from Thrivent.  Thanks to this family and Thrivent for these two gracious 
gifts.   
                                                                                                             -Les Cline 

                                            ST MARK QUILTERS   
 
Quilters will begin a program of making quilts to bring comfort to those in 
various situations. JOIN US on Tuesday January 12th at 7 P.M. in the quilt 
room on the 2nd floor of the Sunday School wing. Our future schedule will be 
determined by the participants. You only need to bring your desire to help oth-
ers.  
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  REHEARSAL 
 
We’re looking for a few stars for the play, “Santa 
Gives Back Christmas” scheduled to take place Sun-
day, December 13, 2009 at the Birthday Party for Je-
sus.  See Amy Hinkelman for a part. 
 
Rehearsal will take place Saturday, December 12 at 
10AM in Fellowship Hall with lunch to follow. 

     YOUNG PATRIOTS AND VOICES OF FREEDOM 
 
These two wonderful groups will be performing at St. Mark during the 
Advent season.  On Sunday, December 6th and December 13th  the 
Young Patriots/Voices of Freedom will be with us to provide special 
music.  We thank Leslie Garrett, our music director, and the students in 
these groups for making this possible. 

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 
 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2009 immediately following the 
10:15 service in Fellowship Hall we will celebrate the real 
meaning of Christmas with a pot-luck supper followed by a 
play performed by our young people.  The Church will pro-
vide ham, birthday cake and beverages, you are asked to 
bring a side dish to share.  Also if you can, please bring a 
birthday gift for Jesus (baby items for local needy babies).  
The delightful comedy that is being prepared is entitled, 
“Santa Gives Back Christmas” and reinforces what Christ-
mas is all about as we begin singing “Santa Claus is Com-
ing to Town” and end with all of us singing “Silent Night.” 
 
Bring your camera, neighbors and friends as we joyously 
proclaim the JOY of the season with food, fellowship, and 
play and birthday cake.  Join us for the best birthday party 
of the year. 
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YOUTH REMINDERS 
 
Area-wide Lutheran Youth will meet on December 6th here at St. Mark in the Conference Room from 
3-7 P.M.  They will be making Christmas cards for our congregations’ shut-ins and enjoying a meal 

and fellowship.  Free will donations will be accepted to help offset the 
cost of the meal and postage to mail the cards.  If any scrap bookers 
have extra Christmas themed stickers, embellishments, or paper that 
could be donated to this cause, please see Sarah Borrell or drop them 
in the donation box in the narthex.  All youth grades 6-12 are wel-
come.   
 
Junior & Senior Youth Group and their parents will meet on the first 

Sunday of each month.  Their first meeting will be Sunday, December 6th after the 10:15 A.M. wor-
ship.  They will have pizza for lunch. 
 
Monday evening Youth Gatherings will be on the first and third Mondays of the month at 5:30 P.M.  
All youth grades 6-12 are invited.  Bring your own dinner or a snack.   

                                             ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Join the Adult Sunday School Class for a new study.  “The Advent of the Savior.”  This is a new 
study consisting of  - the perspective of  his parents, his Aunt and Uncle, Shepherds doing a days 
work, a far off Magi and near by despots.  Even the perspective of the Prophets who preceded him 
by centuries.  Join us the first Sunday in Advent (November 29th) for the beginning of this new 
look at the season of Advent. 
                                                                                                                               -Merv Evans 
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                         VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION 
 
November 11th was a proud day for our members, as well as the community 
when so many turned out to honor all veterans whether active or retired.  A 
special moment was given to honor those no longer with us.  The church was 
packed with young and old alike and our speaker, for our tenth anniversary 
was one of our own members from past years, Master Sgt. Rhonda Veon, re-
tired.  Rhonda has retired from the United States Air Force after serving her 
country for twenty years, which included tours of duty to many foreign coun-
tries.  She related to us how women today are as much a part of our troops as 
men have been over all of these past years.  Thanks Rhonda for a very inspir-
ing talk. 
 
Also thanks to so many that helped with this service.  There were the women that baked dozens and 
dozens of cookies, the ladies that decorated the tables so beautifully, the two young acolytes Emilee 
Ondrik and Robert Schafer, Pastor Paul for delivering the sermon, the Scouts, the ice cream dippers,  
Shelley and Chuck Guthoerl, Gary Stuntz, Art Schehl and Mervyn Evans who tried to get rid of fif-
teen gallons of ice cream, our photographer Otto Zwicker, Cathy Schehl and Lori Zambito for the 
printing of materials that advertised the event, and especially the Wheeling Park Young Patriots and 
part of the Wheeling Park band under the direction of Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Garrett.  An extra thanks to 
Bill Dumas and the VFW Post #4442 for the flags we passed out to all attendees.  We even sang a 
birthday song honoring one of our World War II Veterans, who unfortunately was a prisoner of war 
for 27 months, Alonzo Pershing Butler.  Then last but not least you the attendees.  I am sure I mission 
mentioning someone, but thanks to you, also.  If you didn’t attend, you missed a very beautiful ser-
vice. 
                                                                                                                -Les Cline 
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If you would like to give a Christmas gift to CLP, we are looking 
for donations of S.T.U.F.F. materials.  Items needed are: Sheets 

(all sizes), towels (bath towels, hand towels, wash clothes) and sets of pots and pans.  Please bring your 
donations to church and CLP will make arrangements to pick them up.  If you would rather make a 
monetary donation, please make the check out to CLP,Inc. and mail it to P.O. Box 3054, Wheeling, 
WV 26003.  If you are a Thrivent member, please log onto our website and download a Giving Plus 
form to receive matching funds for your donation. 
 
clp-online.org, click on downloads and scroll down to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Giving Plus. 
 
                                                                             CPL Executive Director, Sherri Schafer 
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GRAPPLE DECEMBER 2009 SCHEDULE 
 

Grapple material is additional material for the fourth through sixth grade Sunday School students. 
 
Theme: Best Friends Forever 
Key Verse: John 15:13”No one has greater love than the one who gives his life for his friends.” 
 
December 6 Am I Only Supposed to Be Friends With Christians? 
Mark 2:15-17; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 6:14-15 
 
December 13 Play rehearsal 
 
December 20 Do I Have to Like Everybody? 
John 14:34-35; Romans 12:9-21; 1 John 4:19-21 
 
December 27 Why Are My Friends So Mean Sometimes? 
Proverbs 17: 9; 18:1, 19; Colossians 3:13 

                          DECEMBER KID’S WORSHIP CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
B.I.G. Idea:  We believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah 
B.I.G. Theme:  A Savior Is Born 
Bible Verse:  To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.   
                          Luke 2:11 
 
December 6th       The Angel’s Message—Like 1:26-38 
This week you’ll learn about how Mary got the good news about Jesus.  At the 
Station everyone’s getting ready for Christmas...an angel for an art project and 
an angel in a play. 
 
December 13th     BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS AT NOON WITH  
                             “SANTA GIVES BACK CHRISTMAS” PLAY 
Mary Visits Elizabeth—Luke 1:39-45 
Mary couldn't wait to tell the good news of Jesus to her friend, Elizabeth.  You can still tell the good 
news to your friends and family, too.  Everyone’s excited about Ana’s news that her cousin is having 
twins….everyone except Sperry. 
 
December 20th      Journey to Bethlehem—Luke 2:1-5 
Mary and Joseph had to travel on a journey to Bethlehem.  This week you’ll learn about preparing for 
God’s gift.  On the road you’ll visit what Bethlehem might have been like when Jesus was born. 
 
December 27th      The Birth and the Shepherds—Luke 2:6-20 
The Shepherds were so excited to hear the good news about Jesus!  This week you’ll learn about their 
joy.  In the B.I.G. Picture you’ll learn about Jesus’ birth through different Nativity scenes. 
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DECEMBER ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

  6—Tom & Susan Ackerman in memory of daughter and grandson at their birth dates 
      Richard & Mary Anna Strickler in honor of daughter, Robin’s birthday 12/7 
      Pat & Leslie Garrett in honor of son, Joshua’s 21st birthday 12/6 
      Judy Fedczak in memory of mother 12/10 
 
13—Ann Gyekis in memory of husband, Bob at his birth date 12/16 
        Marcy Porter in memory of husband, Jim 12/15 
        St. Mark Church in memory of Pr. Richard Gast 12/16/88 
        Mary Ellen Knauss in honor of son, Bob’s birthday 12/16 
 
20—Les & Jane Cline in memory of Jane’s mother at her birth date 12/25 
        George Paulovicks Family in memory of parents, George & Betty at anniversary date 12/22/41 
        White & Pelley Families in honor of Justin White’s birthday 12/24  
 
27—Mike & Delite White in thankfulness for all their grandchildren 

POINSETTIA  ORDER  FORM 
 

I would like ______ Plants at $13.00 each 
 

       Total Cost $________________ 
 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of ___________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In Thankfulness for ______________________________________________________ 
 
Deadline for Ordering - Sunday, December 13, cash or check must accompany order.  
Make checks payable to “St. Mark Youth Fund.” 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ _ _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   
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                          SOJOURNERS  MAGAZINE  
 
Are you a liberal or conservative?  What if your answer is like mine – neither and 
both, depending on the issue.  If you want some fresh insight into the most impor-
tant issues of our time from a progressive Christian viewpoint I would like to rec-
ommend “Sojourners” magazine to you.   The advertising slogan for this maga-
zine is “God is not a Republican or a Democrat.”  It seeks to analyze the issues of 
our time from a faith-based perspective without a built-in bias toward the “right” 
or the “left.”  I’ve been subscribing to the magazine through the church office 
now for about a year and I have thoroughly enjoyed it.  And even when I might 
disagree with an article that I come across, I find that it nevertheless has helped 
me think through my own position more thoroughly.   You can subscribe via the 
internet at sojourners@sojo.net or by snail mail at Sojourners, PO Box 422490, 
Palm Coast, FL  32142-6998.   
                                                                                                     -Pastor Paul 
 
 

 
                    BOOK  REVIEW  
 
Our book review of “The Shack” went very well last month.  Many 
enjoyed the book and some were more cautious about it, but we all 
learned from everyone’s opinion and commentary.  The next book 
review will be held in January (stay tuned for the exact date) 
and will be focusing on the book, “Have a Little Faith” by 
Mitch Albom.   Mitch Albom is also the author of the book 
“Tuesdays with Morrie” and other best sellers.  This non-fiction 

book tells the story of Mitch’s relationship with his longtime Rabbi, Albert Lewis, and his parallel re-
lationship with a Pastor named Henry Covington who runs a ministry for the homeless in downtown 
Detroit.  The book is funny and yet deeply touching and enlightening.  We hope you can join us for 
our next “book club” meeting next month.    
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THIS ‘N THAT 
 
To:  St. Mark Lutheran Church  Please share with all who attended our dinner, gave a donation at the 
door and left all the wonderful pies.  On behalf of the Wheeling Park High School Band Students, Par-
ents and Directors, I would like to thank you for your donation (use of the kitchen) that made our Spa-
ghetti Dinner a huge success.  Without your support we would not be able to continue such a great pro-
gram. Hope to see everyone again next year.         -Chris Pedelose, Treasurer & Event Chair, WPHS 
 
Our Power-point pictures and messages for Sunday morning, Wednesday 
evening, and at special services are done with such faithfulness and care.  
Sometimes we take this for granted, but we should not.  If you get a chance, 
please say a word of thanks to Jennifer Braden (Sunday morning & special 
services) and Chris Jarrett (Wednesday evening) for the wonderful job they 
do with our power-point presentations! 

Recently pictured in the newspaper was Linden Nelson who was a member of the 2009 Linsly Home-
coming Court. 
 
Recently pictured in the newspaper advertising St. Mark’s Annual Turkey Dinner were Cheryl & Gary 
Stuntz, Marcy Porter , Mary Anna Strickler , Judy Fedczak, Gina Minch, Ann Gyekis and Helen 
Petri. 
 
Recently pictured in the newspaper was Robert Schafer, a student at Triadelphia Middle School, who 
assisted in raising a new American flag at the school on Veterans Day. Also in attendance for the event 
was his grandfather, Bob Schafer who is a World War II veteran. 
 
IS YOUR “GIVING” CURRENT?  Have you been on the giving end or the receiving end of things 
recently? Hopefully, you can answer “Both” . We are deeply grateful for the generosity of those who 
have given and continue to give to St. Mark. Your giving, not just in money but in time and talent, 
benefits the many programs of our church and enables us to reach out beyond the walls of St. Mark as 
well. Our anticipated “giving” through October 31, 2009 was $143,408. “Giving” received totals 
$141,667. Total income-to-date is $192,180. Total spending-to-date is $203,491 resulting in deficit 
spending of $11,311. The October church financial statement is posted on the first floor bulletin board 
for those interested  

 
Pastor Paul and David Alfred who sing with “Ye Old Carolers” will be 
performing on the following dates and places if you are interested in hear-
ing some wonderful music.  On December 23rd they will be at River City 
from 6-8:00 P.M. and on December 24th they will be at Wilson Lodge 
from 2:30 to 6:00 P.M.   

 

PLEASE NOTE:   The Wednesday evening worship service for December 23rd is being cancelled 
so that we may prepare for the next day, Christmas Eve.  We hope to see you at one of our three ser-
vices on December 24th (1:00 P.M. in the Chapel, 7:00 P.M. Family worship in Sanctuary and 11:00 
P.M. Candlelight with “Brass Unlimited” at 10:30 P.M. for the Prelude). 
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The printing & donation of materials for this newsletter printing 
was partially funded by  

 
 JIM & DEBBIE  TAYLOR 
  Bless this Christmas Season 

With Peace and Joy 


