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DARING TO CONFRONT OUR SIN AND OUR DEATH

1 2 3 a s |TheLenten season will again be upon us beginning Ash Wednesday,

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 February 17" On that day we will have services with the imposition of
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

ashes and Holy Communion at 1:00 p.m. (chapel) and 7:00 p.m.
(sanctuary). These are very important services of confession in which we
2/ face the reality of sin and death head on. The services of Ash Wednes-

day remind us that until we face the difficult truth of our sin and our
:
m“rsuessagedeat h, we cannot properly respagnd

ﬁ rl'em and eternal life.

Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season call us to struggle against our natural tendency to deny our sin
and our death. For that is what we usually do. This denial, however, only makes the problems of our

|l ives worse instead of moving us in the right
in our neighbor’s eye and to focus instead]| on
Matthew 7:4-5 ) . How good we are at seeing the —sfpec
—l ogll in our own eye! How good our society i
but training us to ignore the —l ogl in our| owl

courages us to forget about our personal and collective responsibility and put the blame for everything
on someone else or perhaps some group of people far removed from us.

When we ask questions such as —who i s resppnsi
responsi ble for Jesus’ death on the cross?| wi
ble as much as anyone else or any other group of people. Our job as Christians is not to straighten out

or eliminate the —problem peoplel of our worl
—problem person?ll and —How are we —probl em|pe
We don’t | ike these questions very much, but
grow spiritually and begin to make a real i f

people of faith, we can deal with these questions without fear because we already know the full for-
giveness of God in Christ and we know that God is always leading us toward resurrection life. This
Lenten season and beyond, let us dare to confront the reality of our sin and our death, so that we may
respond more fully and joyfully to God’s f{nal

Pastor Paul
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SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

On the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (Shrove Tuesday), the youth will
again be sponsoring a pancake supper for the congregation from 4:30 —
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The date is February 16™. The pan

ke VERY s e coneutandpportursoun s ey ve.- SIIROVE
1S €vent as onc€ o €1r Tund raisers 1or Lamp Luther. -I-l_JESI)AY

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES

%_s /’ / < Our traditional Ash Wednesday services will be held at the usual time
again this year of 1:00 p.m. (in the chapel) and 7:00 p.m. (in the
Wf' 446,‘" Sdﬂ sanctuary) on February 17". Both services will include the imposi-
tion of ashes and the celebration of Holy Communion. Please join us
for these important services of confession and renewal.

LENTEN DRAMA EMPHASIS

throughout the Lenten season. For the sermon portion of the Wednesday
services during Lent, however, we will be using some dramatic sketches dj 'x
with 2 actors each week. Come out and see Joseph of Arimathea, Peter, a8 HM
Judas, Mary, Martha, and others Q)D‘“M(J
and resurrection. More publicity on this dramatic series will be appearing in MINISTRY
your Sunday and Wednesday worship bulletins. We hope to see you there.

Wednesday worship will continue at the regular time of 6:30 p.m. (f@ \. g\
f‘ |I { l;./ls\l'ﬁ‘ ]
-

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on February 24™ and will run
each week at 12:00 noon and 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room
throughout the Lenten season. The study will conclude on March 31*,
Our subject will be the second half of the Gospel of Luke featuring Dr.
David Tiede on video and moderated discussion led by Pastor Paul.
Please join us each Wednesday throughout Lent for this insightful look
at Luke.




UPDATES ON HAITI 5 i ¥
EARTHOUAKE
ELCA Disaster Response is currently working through long-standing part- [ m h)
nerships on the ground to provide emergency food, water, shelter, and medi- J l \
cal supplies. The ELCA has committed an initial $250,000 from its Interna- g r
tional Disaster Response for Haiti and has authorized an additional $500,000 N IL I‘Jl] 1'] l]ll

as congregations respond both to immediate needs and long-term rebuilding 1
efforts. As far as we know, at the time this newsletter was being compiled, ‘ ] '
no one representing the ELCA or Lutheran World Relief has been seriously ll ] l .‘l

injured in the disaster with the tragic exception of Ben Larson. Ben, who d 2
was the son of former ELCA Bishop April Larson, and a Seminary student,
was killed as he was doing mission work with other students and faculty from Trinity, Luther, and

Wartburg Seminaries. Let us keep his family and friends in our prayers. Let us also continue to pray
for the people of Haiti and all who are involved in ongoing relief efforts.

St. Mark received monies for the Haiti disaster on the Sundays of January 17" and 24™ and the
Wednesdays of January 20™ and 27™. At this point the best way to contribute toward the Haiti disas-
ter is to send your contribution earmarked for Haiti directly to the address listed below:

ELCA Disaster Response
PO Box 71764
Chicago, IL 60694-1764

Or , i f you are a Thrivent member, you ma
which is described more fully in the fol
for our brothers and sisters in need!

y
I

THRI VENT AHELPI NG HAI Tl o I

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will add $1 to every $2, up to a total Thrivent Financial contribution
of $1 million when our members donate to one of the following:

PIZAZTER Lutheran World Relief

SKRELTER ELCA Disaster Response
FUND LCMS World Relief
' WELS Committee on Relief

Thrivent will add a maximum of $250 per member donation, and the donations will be accepted
through March 31, 2010. For questions or to make a donation over the phone or via U.S. Mail, please
call 1-800-236-3726 from 7:00 a.m. —6:00 p.m. Central time, Monday — Friday. When prompted,

pl ease say —directoryll and enter extension

Wi s
wi n
NI T
830
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CROSSROADS
St . Mar k’s Youth I n

MONDAY EVENING YOUTH GATHERINGS

St . Mar k™gsadey2d gradeh are(inGited to join Gary Roesser, Sr. on Feb. Ist and 15th for the
Monday evening youth gatherings. Please bring your dinner with you. Fellowship, fun and discussion
begins at 5:30pm and runs until 7:30pm.

Save The Date
LYO Winter Event
February 2628th 2010
Skiing, tubing, boarding, hiking, bowling, fellowship.
Camp Hickory in Garrett Co. MD
Registration $40
(includes all meals and lodging)
Also check out the LYO webg@evww.wwmdlyo.com

CHI LDRENGS CLOTHI NG & TOY SA

The junior and senior youth groups will be holding a Chil-
d r e oldthing and toy sale in early spring. We are asking
for donations of gently used clean, stain free clothing of any
size (no adult clothes please). We will also collect any toys
in working order with all pieces, etc. Baby related items
= 2 5 will also be accepted (cribs, crib sheets, high chairs,

: ~. ) swings). Please spread the word to other parents/students/

s f/ coworkers etc. As the sale date approaches, we will an-

nounce when donations can be brought to the

Children's ClcThing & Toy Sale church. Thank you in advance for you help!

L E



http://www.wv-wmdlyo.com

E%mrdw SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

i Once again, St. Mark will be participating in the nation-wi d e —Soup €
of L - Car i nSyddayoFebruary 7. The —Souper Bowl o
L & - phasis which dovetails off of a certain football game that is played on that day,
o -','I': ] and the purpose of it is to call our attention to those in need. St. Mark will be
" "'21 i A holding a special collection of funds that day to support the Soup Kitchen of
o B F, 1! Greater Wheeling. All checks should be made out to St. Mark as we will col-
22 U B lectall the funds together and send one offering in to the Soup Kitchen.

| —— -
Several years ago, we had encouraged people to bring cans of food for the
Soup Kitchen, but now we are emphasizing monetary contributions which are of more benefit to the
Kitchen, because they can buy food at much lower prices than we can as individuals shopping in the
store. Thanks so much for ever yoThevensFinadialk
for Lutherans will be giving matching funds.

HAITI

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is requesting physicians of specific specialties to
deploy with the National Disaster Medical Assistance teams to Haiti. The need is for trauma surgeons,
orthopedists, anesthesiologists, and others with experience in treating crush injuries. Volunteers must
be able to serve for at least 2 weeks, and be willing to live and work in Spartan conditions.

Preference will be given to physicians who are Creole or French speakers, and to those currently cre-
dentialed through the Medical Reserve Corps in their home state, or the ESAR-VHP program
(Emergency Services Advanced Registration of Volunteer Health Personnel).

These volunteers will need to be credentialed as temporary federal employees and will need to be able
to provide credentialing paperwork as soon as asked. Credentialing normally takes about a

week. Volunteers with these clinical skills should contact Michala Koch at Michala.Koch@hhs.gov.
Not everyone who wishes to help will necessarily be deployed, and those without the requisite skills
may not receive a direct response.

For medical professionals wishing to help in this way in future relief efforts, please take a few minutes
to learn about the Medical Reserve Corps, identify your local unit, and register to become part of the
corps. To do so, visit www.medicalreservecorps.gov. This is the channel through which medical vol-
unteers are deployed immediately following an event, and only those registered beforehand are likely
to be deployed.

Thank you for your service! .
Mike Nevergall, Assistant Director -
Lutheran Disaster Response
Bringing Help and Hope...
Phone: 773-380-2748

Fax:  773-380-2493

§
f

b Nt



http://www.medicalreservecorps.gov
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Join us for our new Bible Study beginning Monday, Febru-
ary 15, 2010 as we prepare to take a journey through the
Lor do s . Puring lent tve will spend forty days with

4
' the prayer our Lord taught us and learn much about our-
O O Of a l t selves our Church and our community. We will learn much
about what the Bible says about prayer and what our Lu-

‘sation. theran perspectives are on prayer and Bible study.

> -

This prayer is one we pray more than any other. We pray it together as a community of faith each and
every time we join together for worship. M
perhaps because of, our familiarity with the prayer we sometimes forget to focus on what we are really
asking God for.

According to the ELCA, —The Book of Faith i
in the first language of faith, the language of scripture, in order that we might live into our calling as a
people renewed, enlivened, empowered and s g

Each Monday from 10-noon we will spend time together discussing our week and what we have
learned. As we grow in our understanding of prayer we pray not only ourselves, but for each other,
the world and all in need. We usually follow up our Bible study by sharing lunch together afterward
at a local restaurant. If you are able to join us on Monday mornings during Lent we would love to
have you join us. For more information see Amy Hinkelman.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 2010

Live B.I.G. Class Schedule:
B.1.G. Theme: God Loves Us
B.I1.G. Idea: We believe that because God loves and cares about us, we
can show love
and care to others.
B.1.G. Verse: Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from
God.(1 John 4:7)

February 7  Ruth Ruth 14
February 14 The Great Commandment/Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37
February 21  The Four Friends Mark 2:1-12
February 28 A Love Letter 1 Corinthians 13

Furthermore we will Grapple with the following:
February 7-14 What about —f
February 21-18 What does God want from me?

lany

ni ti

nt b




FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY WEDDING
—Tom O’ Connor, Abblie Tall bcANNIVERSARIES

2—Joan Fulton, Sharon Vessels o
3—Lauren O’ Connor, |Kar |l y| Nife¢sVirginia Benedett
15—1John & Carolyn Rose

5—Laura Kriner
23—Dave & Lynne Ellison

6—Aaron Hillberry
7—Lawrence Fischer, Kay Knollinger
10—Brian Schehl, Avery Serig

11—Kurt Zwicker

13—Joshua Robinson OFFICIAL ACTS
15—Mary Farrow, Morgen Sample

16—Virginia Benedett, Monica Herman Funerals—Andrew G. Emerick
17—Mary Lou McKinney

18—Emilee Ondrik, Tyler Prather
19—Lori Hatcher
20—Ted Benedett, Sam Krumski,

Justin Robinson, Rita Edgel
21—Mya Bogers
24—Jeremy Black, Bob Grieve, Matt Otte
25—Michele Marshall
26—Paige Tustin

MEMORIALS PLACED

-Dick & Mary Anna Strickler in memory of
Pete Eberle

27—Louis Lasch, Braden White

FEBRUARY ALTAR FLOWERS

7—Art & Cathy Schehl i n h

on
in-l aw, Liz’'s birthday, 2/

or
25
14—Family & Friends in memory of Ann Laase

Marcy Porter in memory of husband, Jim at his birth date 2/14
Joan Stein in memory of mother, Wilhelmina Folmar Dieckmann 2/16

2—Joe & Patty Shaver i n memory
at their Wedding Anniversary

l dren in honor O,r,‘:?*':fmg'f%ﬂgfgr:;

2—T he Stein Chi

of son, Bri a

J

oan
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT FOR LENT

This Lent our special Sunday School project is making soup and soft
pretzels for those who are sick and or shut-ins. On Saturday, February
27 from 9 AM to noon students are encouraged to join us in the kitchen
as we make homemade chicken noodle soup and soft pretzels. For the
younger children we will have a pretzel baking station where they can

% shape bread-sticks into pretzel shapes and learn about prayer as they

' choose sweet or savory toppings for their tray of pretzels. Older children
g ¥ and youth can help measure, cut up cooked chicken or even cut up vege-
tables as maturity allows. We will have fun kid activities while the soup
cooks and for lunch we will sample the soup and pretzels. Sunday
School students of all ages are invited to attend as well as anyone else

A
interested in being part of this project. Children are asked to bring an
adult with them. The soup and soft pretzels will be frozen and delivered
to parishioners and friends of the congregation as needed. For more in-
formation please contact Amy Hinkelman.

SPECIAL DATESA

African-American History Month

February 2010
s M T W T F S

ﬁ Boy Scout Sunday, Felf T 2 3 a4 5 6

A Transf!gu[atlon of tll? 8 © 10 11 12 13V

A Val entineos Day, Febi,, 35 46 17 18 19 20
Presidentsé Day, Febr21 29 23 24 25 26 27

A  Ash Wednesday, Februd g

A First Sunday in Lent, 0 1

A Second Sunday in Lente——woracor—yg—ro—>RO0

= O

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEVOTIONALS FOR LENT

Kid s Worship Class members wil/l
book Magnify the Lord. Each book comes with a magnifier as kids learn more
about magnifying or —praisingl t
books will be distributed on Sunday, February 14 so they will have them in
time for Ash Wednesday, February 17.

Adult Sunday School students will receive the new devotional booklet entitled,
Where In The World Is God? , by Stephen J. Carter. This thought provoking
book leads us through lent as we explore 21* century issues like terrorism,
technol ogy and texting. Wher e i
place in our busy lives we can learn to hear him more clearly and allow him
room in our daily lives.

Lenten Devotions and Activities

h

S

recei

God




[n Deuteronomy 10:12 (INIV), Israel 1s asked a question that’s also
for us to answer: “What does che LORD yvour God ask of you?”

To find the angwer, write the words from the puzzie pieces
on the matching shapes in the completed heart.

... YOur heart and with all your soul ...”

w7 TR A Py anod
CRHON] D] AL3S OF I A OF “SARas SIL [ UL s OF o ] v ey
ol S R RS L
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THI'S ON THAT

members donate funds to the church to be used towards donations to college
students in helping to pay for books and other college necessities. We are
thankful that we can offer these grants again this semester. Anyone inter-
ested should stop by the church office and pick up an application form.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUNDG Over the years we have had various } ’ thf,‘

II ED] ]DESSERTS FOR A MEALS SOMark\W¥ibEubnikhdaserts
for this great organization for the week of March 1-5. Needed are bundt cakes,

cakes (9X13), cupcakes and cookies (no nuts or icing). Please leave your baked

goods in the kitchen on Sunday, February 28". Monetary donations are accepted.

IS YOUR GIVING CURRENT? The 2009 anticipate
$170, 000. —Gi vingl r e'comled$lg40l0t EReryanaliisgtdibe conemendeth b €
for their generous giving throughout the year. Total income for the year was $236,787 while total
spending for the year was $243,709 resulting in a deficit spending for the year of $6,922. The 2009
Church Financial Statement is posted on the first floor bulletin board for those interested.

Recently pictured in the newspaper was Linden Nelsonwh o was sel ected to

Viennese Winter Ball Cotillion. Congratulation Linden!

Recently pictured in the newspaper were Julie and Jamie Holeczy, along with Bud Lotz, who were

voicing their opinions in the —Valley Viewp
A

OUR THANKS TO HELEN MENDEL for her gracious gift in memory of 20T ‘fpl«**

her husband Irvin at his death on January 22, 1995. This gift has been used to Wty il

Gift tol: tﬁl ve-JwL.'

purchase a digital piano, CLAVINOVA for use in our sanctuary. Our Church =

CHRISTIAN PREAMBLE FOR YOUR WILL

When working with your attorney to prepare your will or other estate planning documents, or when re-
viewing your current estate plans, consider including a Christian Preamble in your will. Ask your attor-
ney whether you might include language such as the following:

In thanksgiving to God for the gift of life, given in Baptism, and for the many blessings which God has
showered upon me; and in thanksgiving to God for the gifts of faith and hope through Jesus Christ; and
in thanksgiving to God for the gifts of nurture and love through the church where we have shared faith
and fellowship; I now commend my loved ones to grow in this same faith, being true to their own Bap-
tism, knowing that God will continue to provide for them in their lifetime; I encourage them to place
their faith and trust in our Lord and Savior.

I now therefore...... (and then the particul a
friends, but also an articulation of the gifts you leave to the various ministries of the church.)

d

r
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The printing & donation of materials for this newsletter
printing was partially funded by

HELEN MENDEL
IN MEMORY OF HUSBAND,
IRVIN MENDEL




