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OUR MISSION:  As disciples of Christ, St. Mark ministers that all may know the joy of Christôs  

                               love through ministries of  Welcoming, Growing, and Caring. 

ST. MARK CROSSINGS 

                      REDISCOVERING  VALUES 

            On Wall Street, Main Street, and Your Street 

            A Moral Compass for the New Economy 

 

The title of this article is also the title of a new book by So-

journerôs Magazine editor, Rev. Jim Wallis.  I recently read 

this book and was so impressed by it that Iôve decided to do 

a 7 week study series based on it during the Easter season.  

The studies will be held on Wednesdays at 12:00 noon and 

7:30 p.m. (the same times as our Bible studies during Lent).   

As I see it now, the study will begin on April 7th and will con-

clude on May 19th.  I will have this firmed up soon.   

 

Why is this book so important?  Because I think it touches on 

some of the serious problematic trends in our culture and 

points us in the direction of serious societal reform which is so desperately needed.  The recent ñGreat 

Recessionò as it is called in the book, should not be seen as a ñblip on the radar screenò, it should be 

seen as a warning sign that our society is headed in the wrong direction and has been for quite some 

time now.  The book underscores some of the misguided priorities that got us into this mess and it also 

outlines some guiding principles that can help us move forward in a more positive and healthy direc-

tion. 

 

Some of the problematic trends of our society he points to in the book include: 

       .An increasing desire for immediate gratification or the ñI want it nowò mindset 

       .An emphasis on short term profit instead of creating long term value 

       .Pushing ñconsumerismò rather than sustainable living and sustainable industry 

       .The huge and growing gap between the wealthy and the struggling poor and middle class 

       .Too much emphasis on individualism and not enough emphasis on community 

       .Putting the quest for efficiency above the quest for what is ethical  

       .Not making enough time for family and not prioritizing family needs  

 

These (and a number of others) says Wallis, are the problematic trends of our society which led us into 

the Great Recession.  But the question he says we should be asking is not ñwhen will this recession be 

over?ò but, instead, ñhow can this recession change us for the better?ò    

                                                                                                                        (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

 

In answer to this second question, Wallis outlines some principles that should guide our personal and 

communal lives going forward.  Some of these principles include: 

 

        .Staying away from spending money we donôt have for things we donôt need 

        .Forgetting about keeping up with the Joneses, but instead making sure the Joneses are okay 

        .Teaching our children values that differ from those seen in commercials and on billboards 

        .Understanding that caring for the poor is not only a moral responsibility, but is critical for  

              the common good 

        .Working toward a balanced society in which markets, the government, and our community 

              organizations all play a role 

        .Recognizing that in Godôs economy there is always enough if we share it. 

 

These and other guiding principles outlined in the book are seen by the author as critical to creating a 

society that is more at peace with itself and more responsive to Godôs gracious purpose.  I hope you 

can join us on Wednesday evenings for this important study during the Easter season.  Feel free to 

bring a friend with you who might be interested in these issues.  And, as we approach the celebration of 

the Resurrection, I wish you all the joy of Easter! 

 

                                                                                                             Pastor Paul 

                                            

                            LENTEN  DRAMA  EMPHASIS      
 

Our Wednesday evening worship service will continue at the usual 6:30 time 

in the sanctuary through and beyond the Lenten season.  During Lent, how-

ever, we will be having some dramatic dialogue sermons for these services.  

Come out and see some skits involving such Biblical characters as Peter, Ju-

das, Joseph of Arimathea, Mary, and many more.  We hope to see you on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. throughout Lent. 

 

     

                   

                           WEDNESDAY  BIBLE  STUDY     
 

Wednesday Bible Study is set to begin on February 24th at 12:00 noon and 

7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.  We will be studying the second half of 

the Gospel of Luke with Dr. David Tiede on video followed by moderated 

discussion led by Pastor Paul.  Dr. Tiede is one of the Lutheran Churchôs fore-

most experts on Luke.  The study will be held each Wednesday through 

March 31st.  All are welcome and encouraged to come out for this insightful 

time with Lukeôs Gospel. 
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COMMUNITY LUTHERAN PARTNERS, INC. 
 
 
CERT Class Offered:  Community Lutheran Partners in partnership with the Elm Grove Commu-

nity churches is sponsoring a Certified Emergency Response Team (CERT) training on Saturday, 

March 20 and Saturday March 27 from 8am - 4pm.  (Participation on both days is required to be 

CERT qualified.)  The classes will be hosted by Elm Grove United Methodist Church located on 

Kruger Street.   

 

CERT is about readiness, people helping people, rescuer safety, and doing the greatest good for the 

greatest number.  CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emergency and disaster situations 

where citizens will be initially on their own and their actions can make a difference.  Through train-

ing, citizens can manage utilities and put out small fires; learn basic first aid and provide basic medi-

cal aid; search for and rescue victims safely; and organize themselves and spontaneous volunteers to 

be effective. 

 

You may register for the training by calling Sherri Schafer (304)312-4222 or emailing her at 

clp@clp-online.org.  Registration deadline is Monday, March 15.  There is no charge for this train-

ing. 

 
ñWORKING LOVE IN THE HEART 

 OF APPALACHIAò 
 

.ñWorking Love in the Heart of Appalachiaò is a conference being planned 

in Charleston, WV on April 9 beginning at 6pm and ending April 10 at 

4pm. The conference will bring together the Lutheran congregations in the 

WV-WMD synod and community leaders from small towns in southern 

WV.  During this conference, the community leaders will share with us the 

needs and struggles of their areas.  Our plan is to have Lutheran congregations partner with the com-

munities to begin meeting the needs of their residents who ñfall through the cracksò of the system.   

Examples of ñpartnering ministriesò include: 

  · VBS Immersion Tripsðcongregations from the synod travel to southern WV to offer their  

     VBS programs in different communities 

 ·  Home rehab Teams  

 · Mentoring ProgramsðTogether we can help address the high school drop-out rates in southern 

             WV 

 · Partnering with agencies already in southern WV to strengthen their ministries 

 · Prayer support for the people of southern WV 

 

If you would like to represent St. Mark at this conference, please let Sherri or Pastor Paul know before 

March 29.   
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MONDAY EVENING YOUTH GATHERINGS 

  
St. Markôs youth (6th grade-12th grade) are invited to join Gary 

Roesser, Sr. on March 1st and 15th for the Monday evening 

youth gatherings.  Please bring your dinner with you.  Fellow-

ship, fun and discussion begins at 5:30pm and runs until 

7:30pm. 

 

 

CROSSROADS 
St. Markôs Youth in Ministry 

 EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 
 
  I would like _________ Plant(s) at $12.00 each             

    Total Cost $_______________ 

     (Make checks payable to St. Mark Youth Fund) 

 

          I prefer:    ______Lily       _______Daffodils  

                            ______Tulips    _______Hyacinth 

 

From:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Thankfulness for ______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deadline for Ordering is Palm Sunday, March 28.  Plants need to be paid for when order is 

placed.  Please place in the Offering Plate, send or leave off at the church office 
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FAMILY EASTER BREAKFAST AND PROGRAM 

 
Easter Sunday from 8:45-10:00 AM join us in Fellowship Hall for break-

fast, crafts, games and a play by our Sunday School.  We will celebrate our 

Saviorôs Resurrection by learning more about how we follow Jesus.  Meet a 

cheerleader, Tool Guy, Invitation person, Bible person, Bag person and a 

larger than life Foot!  Say, what?  You read that right (or is it left?).  Find out 

how and why we follow Jesus in this fun program that has something for all 

ages.   Bring your family and friends and stop by before the 10:15 Worship 

service or after the 8:00 service. 

                                    

 

 

 
 

 March 28      Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday ï Resurrection Egg Hunt follows 

 

    April 1st      Maundy Thursday ï Worship at 1:00 (Chapel) and 7:00 (Sanctuary) 

 

    April 2nd     Good Friday ï Worship at 1:00 (Chapel) and 7:00 (Sanctuary)     

                       Men and Boys Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. (Fellowship Hall) 

                                                                            

    April 4th     Easter Sunday with Brass Unlimited at 8:00 and 10:15 (Sanctuary)   

 

                      RESURRECTION  EGG  HUNT  
 

Our annual Resurrection Egg Hunt will be held after the 10:15 worship ser-

vice on Palm Sunday, March 28th.  This is a favorite for many of our young 

people.  If the weather is favorable the eggs will be hidden out in the front 

lawn for the children to find and put in their baskets.  If the weather is not so 

favorable, though, the eggs will be hidden in the lower level of the Sunday 

School wing.  Most of the eggs will contain candy, but a few of them will 

contain symbols that point to the events of Holy Week.   After all the eggs are 

gathered, everyone will meet back in the Fellowship Hall to sort through their 

ñwinnings.ò  Those who have eggs containing the Holy Week symbols will 

bring them forward and, as the symbols are lifted up and explained, everyone 

will hear, once again, the great story of Jesusô death and resurrection.  All of 

our families are encouraged to join us for this fun and faith building event.  
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                  LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 
Join us for our new Bible Study on Mondays at 10:00 A.M. ,  

as we take a journey through the Lordôs Prayer.  During 

Lent we will spend forty days with the prayer our Lord 

taught us and learn much about ourselves our Church and 

our community.  We will learn much about what the Bible 

says about prayer and what our Lutheran perspectives are on 

prayer and Bible study. 

 

This prayer is one we pray more than any other.  We pray it together as a community of faith each and 

every time we join together for worship.  Many of us pray the Lordôs Prayer daily.  But in spite of, and 

perhaps because of, our familiarity with the prayer we sometimes forget to focus on what we are really 

asking God for. 

 

According to the ELCA, ñThe Book of Faith initiative invites the whole church to become more fluent 

in the first language of faith, the language of scripture, in order that we might live into our calling as a 

people renewed, enlivened, empowered and sent by the Word.ò 

 

Each Monday from 10-noon we will spend time together discussing our week and what we have 

learned.  As we grow in our understanding of prayer we pray not only ourselves, but for each other, 

the world and all in need.  We usually follow up our Bible study by sharing lunch together afterward 

at a local restaurant.  If you are able to join us on Monday mornings during Lent we would love to 

have you join us.  For more information see Amy Hinkelman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE FOR 

MARCH  2010 
 

BIG Theme: A Love to Remember 

BIG Idea: We believe that Jesus want us to remember 

how much he loves us. 

 

  March 7: Mary of Bethany 

  March 14: The Last Supper 

  March 21: Peterôs Denial 

  March 28: Palm Sunday/Holy Week 

                                                 SPRING  ANNUAL  MEETING   
 

Our St. Mark spring annual meeting will be held on Sunday, March 21st after both 8:00 and 10:15 

worship services.   At this meeting the booklet of ministry reports for the year 2009 will be presented 

and approved.  We will also be electing delegates to represent our congregation at the Synod Assem-

bly in June.  Please make plans to attend this important meeting.  Thanks. 
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          MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2ðJoAnne Meyer 

  3ðWendy Bogers, Clyde Borrell, Joan Stein 

  5ðRobert C. Schafer 

  6ðClara Folmar (93rd) , Kara Jewell,  

        Leah Shreve 

  7ðEleanor Nickerson (90th) 

  8ðTom Ackerman, Christopher Bell 

  9ðGerry Cappiccie, Bob Steele, Rick Strickler 

10ðPr. Paul Schafer 

11ðLindsey Braun, Jim Holeczy, Julie Holeczy 

12ðKristi Stuntz 

13ðSara Robinson Lutz  

14ðKayla Bell, Judy Bowman, Mason Diehl, 

        Ann Winters 

16ðAshton Glover, Woody Knollinger, Jr.,  

        Jason Petri 

17ðAlexa Prather 

18ðDorothy Shaw (93rd) , Marianne Vargo 

19ðJasmine Creighton, Annabelle Crews 

20ðOlivia Braden, William King 

21ðRoberta Crews 

22ðGerald Trabert 

23ðDerek Felici 

24ðEmily Dearth-Harris 

25ðTravis Braden, Karen Walker 

26ðDenny Bartolovich, Jim Bell 

28ðGary Marshall 

30ðBill Hatcher, Jody Prather 

        Barbara Sisarcick 

31ðHilton Jacobs, Bonnie Robinson 

        John Weidner (90th) 

 MARCH  WEDDING   

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 1ðDaniel & Gina Minch 

15ðSara & Brian Lutz 

11ðJason & Michelle Wood 

24ðAlvin & Carolyn Schafer 
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OFFICIAL ACTS                 
 

  Funeralsð Robert T. Bruhn 

   

Weddingð Cari McMastor and  

                           William Prager 

 

Baptismð Jacob Maxwell Robinson 

                   MEMORIALS  PLACED 
 

 -Martha & Harry Abplanalp in memory of  Pete Eberle  

-James & Donna Schafer in memory of father, John F. Schafer 

-James & Donna Schafer in memory of sister, Ruth Davis 

-Bob & Doris Schafer in honor of Mary L. McKinneyôs 95th birthday 

-Bill & Jean Carson in honor of Mary L. McKinneyôs 95th birthday 
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JOIN THE FUN AT STUDIO GO! GAME SHOW VBS! 
 

Date: July 26-30, 2010 

Place: Elm Grove Methodist, 125 Kruger Street 

Time: 9 AM to 11:30 AM 

Contact: Amy Hinkelman 

 

Welcome to Studio GO! Game Show! Excitement and teamwork wait 

as kids enter a studio geared for challenges and fun in our Elm Grove 

Community VBS! 

 

Each day at Studio GO! kids will participate in the large-group music, skits, and fun where they will 

be introduced to a Bible story and life focus. Then after kids experience the other activities of the 

day, theyôll gather back at Studio GO! to review, be encouraged, and be motivated to go out and 

serve others! 

 

Other sites include Prime Time Bible Challenge where kids will explore the Bible story in a variety 

of interactive ways and apply the story by completing the ñGo for It!ò challenges; Service Showcase 

where kids will hear stories about real-life servants and will take part in their own service projects; 

Backstage Food & Fun where kids will have time to move around and fill up; and Spotlight Creations 

where they will create crafts that are service- and lesson-oriented. 

 

Beginning each day, our host at Studio GO! (Wendy Winalot) will challenge celebrity contestants 

(Coach Armstrong and Professor Wordsmart) along with our kids to see and understand how God 

works in the lives of those who trust Him. The challenges will help kids: GO Lead! GO Risk! GO 

Tell! GO Obey! GO Serve! 

 

Youth and adults join us for this exciting program.  Share the fun as group guides, games helpers, 

craft helpers, actors and camera crew.  If you have completed sixth grade or higher, become part of 

the game-show crew and help us get the game on. 

 

Wendy, Coach Armstrong, and Professor Wordsmart are waiting! Donôt miss this exciting, challeng-

ing, game-show-fun VBS program! Secure your kidsô positions in the studio audience (and maybe 

even have a turn at being a contestant!) today! Mark your calendars and plan your vacations accord-

ingly! 

                                                                 BOOK  REVIEW 
 

A group of Saint Mark members and friends have been gathering from time to time to review interest-

ing popular books that speak to the issues of faith.  So far we have reviewed ñThe Shackò by William 

P. Young and ñHave a Little Faithò by Mitch Albom.  Both books provided the group with plenty of 

material for discussion and reflection.  While the date of the next book review has not been set yet, the 

next book weôll be reading will be ñThe Prodigal Godò by Timothy Keller.  The review will proba-

bly be held in late April or early May so thereôs plenty of time to order the book and start reading.  

Weôll have the details of the next review coming out in future worship bulletins and in the next news-

letter edition.      



 9 

 

YOU ARE INVITED  

     
THE WOMEN OF ST. MARK  

CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO THE  

ANNUAL LENTEN LUNCHEON  

 

TO HONOR ALL  

MEN AND WOMEN OF THE CHURCH  

70 YEARS AND OLDER  

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 24TH, 2010  

AT 11:30 A.M. IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL.   

 

PLEASE COME AND ENJOY GOOD FOOD, AND FELLOWSHIP.  

FOLLOWED BY   

A COMMUNION LENTEN SERVICE   

AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE CHAPEL.  

NEED A RIDE, PLEASE CALL  242 - 3466.  

                          MARCH ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

 

 7ðDick & Mary Anna Strickler in honor of son, Rickôs birthday 3/9 

       The Stuntz Family in honor of Kristi Stuntzôs birthday 3/12 

       Clara Folmar in honor of her 93rd birthday 

 

14ð Helen Petri in honor of grandson, Jasonôs birthday 3/16 and in  

             memory of daughter-in-law, Jo Ellen at her birth date  

         Carl Bowman in honor of wife, Judyôs birthday 3/14 

         Margaret Ragni in memory of husband, Victor Ragni 

 

21ðAlvin & Carolyn Schafer in honor of their 18th Wedding Anniversary 3/24 

        Mary Ellen Knauss in memory of husband, Walter at their Wedding Anniversary date 3/25/42 

         

28ðHelen Petri in honor of Anita Petriôs birthday 

        Mrs. Robert Reass in memory of husband, Robert 
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THIS óN THAT 

 
WE THANK EVERYONE WHO DONATED DESSERTS FOR ñMEALS 

ON WHEELSò this past week.  We also thank those who gave monetary do-

nations to this worthy cause. 

 

IS YOUR GIVING CURRENT?  Our anticipated ñGivingò through January 31, 2010 was $15,000. 

ñGivingò received to this date totals $17,406. Everyone is to be commended for their generous giv-

ing. Total income-to-date is $23,862 while total spending-to-date is $23,754.  The January church fi-

nancial statement is posted on the first floor bulletin board for those interested. 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY:  A big ñthank youò to everyone who made contributions at this event 

with the $405 raised going to The Soup Kitchen of Greater Wheeling. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

added $135 in matching funds. 

 

Recently pictured in the newspaper was Linden Nelson who is a member (co-captain) of the Linsly 

Schoolôs cheerleading squad that won the Class AA OVAC cheerleading title. Congratulations, Lin-

den! 

                   CHILDRENôS CLOTHING & TOY SALE 

 

The  junior and senior youth groups will be holding a Childrenôs  clothing and 

toy sale in early spring.  We are asking for donations of gently used clean, stain 

free clothing of any size (no adult clothes please).  We will also collect any toys 

in working order with all pieces, etc.  Baby related items will also be accepted 

(cribs, crib sheets, high chairs, swings).  Please spread the word to other parents/

students/coworkers etc.  As the sale date approaches, we will announce when donations can be 

brought to the church.  Thank you in advance for you help!  
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The printing & donation of materials for this newsletter 

printing was partially funded by  

 

Norma Robinson in memory of husband, 

Bob at his birth date, March 12th 


