—%-  ST. MARK CROSSINGS -#-

St. Mark Lutheran Church 141 Kruger 3., Wheeling, WV 304-243466
R. Paul Schafer, Pastor Leslie Gaty©rganist/Dir. Of Music
Grace Kennedy, Secretary Amy Hinkelman, Dir. Mtin/Christian Ed.
VOL. XVII, NO. 5 E-Mail: stmark@wvdskne MAY 2009

E-Mail: stmark@wvdsktne  www.stmarkwheeling.org

OUR MISSION: As disciples of Christ, St. Mark nsters that all may know the joy of Christ’s
love throughnistries of Welcoming, Growing, and Caring.

ITS EASTER SEASON NOT LEISBE SEASON

After Easter, it's easy to feel as though the chwyear is basically over.
Easter can easily be seen as the church’s lasthhuntil at least Rally Day
in September. It's easy to say, “Easter’s ovew fei’s relax.” Now, I'm
certainly the first one to say that the initial dafter Easter are good days
for taking a breather. Lent, Holy Week, and EaStenday are certainly
intense times in the life of the church, and theeeheed to take a brief
pause to “recharge our batteries” a bit. But, whhink we sometimes falil
to realize is that the Easter season (which lastg fveekdeginning on

EASTER SEASON Easter Sunday) has a distinctly mission orientedrexsis. Consider the

following quotes from some of our Easter seasotstex

“Jesus said to (the disciples) again, ‘Pea&cwith you. As the Father has sent me, so | send y
John 20:21

(Jesus instructing the disciples) “Thus ivrgten, that the Messiah is to suffer and to freen
the dead on the third day, and that repentanddorgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You ata&g@ses of these things.” Luke 24:46-48

“Beloved, since God loved us so much, we alsght to love one another” 1 John 4:11

(Jesus instructing the disciples) “You did daoose me, but | chose you. And | appointed you
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will las that the Father will give you whatever you aisk im
my name.” John 15:16

(Jesus praying to the Father) “As you havé seninto the world, so | have sent them (the
disciples) into the world.” John 17:18

It's easy to see the common mission theme in tteeds. The point is simple. Easter season is not
leisure season. It's not the time to check ouhwrfistry until September. It is time to be renevired
the good news of the resurrection....the good neaisribthing can separate us and all creation from
God'’s life-giving purpose, and to proclaim this dawews in word and deed with even greater zeal.
May it be so. Amen.

-Pastor Paul
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MAY 33" PENTECOST, CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

May 32 will be the Day of Pentecost. According to thekof Acts,

this is the day that the Holy Spirit was poured wpon the early disci-

ples of Jesus causing them to speak in other lgyeguand be prepare

for outreach and mission. Pentecost had alreaely Belewish festiva

celebrating both the grain harvest and the givinipe law. Now the o P
disciples would remember the commandment of Jesge from Jeru-wm
salem out to the world proclaiming repentance amgiveness of sins ,.-‘H /

to the nations. Through this they would also reay@w harvest of be- ay
lievers from many lands. We still celebrate thépouring of the Spirit

today and our mission of outreach in Christ’'s na®®. Pentecost we will also be celebrating the

day of Confirmation or Affirmation of Baptism foesgeral of our young people. It should be a
magnificent day!

N FIRST COMMUNION MAY 10™
"“‘.K 1‘.‘* “\ “First Communion Sunday” will be May fGat St. Mark. This is the day
'1 h \1 our young people in grade 3 or above receive conmnuor the first time.
Pu W B Or, if they have already been receiving communibis, will be the day
: "*'!',,.L they will be recognized for having completed thdyeeommunion pro-

gram. Our first communion program at St. Mark veowkth both children

s and their parents to begin building a more completderstanding of the

Flrsf Sacrament. It should be recognized, though, tmadr@ complete under-
Vo, standing of the Sacrament is not a pre-requisitedeiving it. God comes

Communlon to us unconditionally by grace in both Baptism &ammunion. Under-
standing is, then, part of our response to Godéaumed gifts.

OHIO COUNTY FAMILY RESOURCE NETWORK

On Behalf of the Early Childhood Interagency Conegtof the Ohio County Family Resource Net-
work, Inc., | would like to thank you for allowings to use St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church fof
both the Baby Safety Shower and the More You Knoark&hop. It is a wonderful space to hold
such events.

Twenty-four mothers, four grandmothers and thréleeis attended the Baby Safety Shower. Particit
pants were instructed on the following topics: phevention of shaken baby syndrome, stress man-
agement techniques, car seat safety, medicatioageament and the importance of parent/ child
bonding. These presentations were done by profesisi in the community. The evaluation forms
were very positive.

Twenty four agencies had representatives preseheadtlore You Know Workshop and another thirty
-two professionals attended. Attendees indicatetthis workshop provides important information to
serve families better.




CROSSROADS
St. Mark’s Youth in Ministry

MONDAY EVENING YOUTH GATHERINGS

St. Mark’s youth (8 grade-12 grade) are invited to join Gary Roesser, Sr. on
May 4 & 18th at 5:30 p.m. for the Monday eveningityogatherings.
Please bring your dinner with you

The youth will be hosting a luncheon following th&15am service on May 17.

SPRING BIBLE STUDY CONCLUDES

Our Spring bible study on the Gospel of Mark wihclude on Wednesday, Ma{.6 The study
group has had a very inspiring look into the Gosyiéllark led by Dr. David Rhodes on video.
Wednesday bible studies will resume in September.

e SOFTBALL UPDATE

In the last newsletter it was reported that thisrigechurch
softball league games would be played on Wheestand.
This decision has been reversed alidiames will once
again be played at Bridge Street field this yearThis is
obviously a good thing in terms of the locatiorSto Mark
and many of our players and fans. We hope to baveisual good fan support again this year. If yo
are interested in playing on the team contact RayBor the church office at (304) 242-3466. Men
and women age 16 and older are welcome to play.

[

Here is St. Mark’s schedule for the season:

May 17 5:00 P.M. play Martins Ferry June 2®.B1. Simpson Un. Methodist

May 31 2:00 P.M. play Church of Christ July 1IPP.M. EIm Grove Methodist
3:00 P.M. play EIm Gravethodist 2 P.M. The Vineyard

June 7 2:00 P.M. play Church of &tri July 19 1 P.M. Church of Christ
3:00 P.M. play The Vineya 2 P.M. Martins Ferry

June 14 1:00 P.M. play The Vineyard ulyJ26 2 P.M. ElIm Grove Methodist

June 21 2 P.M. Simpson Un. Methodist 4 FSihpson Un. Methodist

3 P.M. Martins Ferry
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LIVING MEMORIALSPLACED BY
-Harry & Martha Abplanalp in memory of Bob Beck

-Margie, Rick, Elyse, Jody & Justin Ball in memarfyparents & grandparents, Elwood &
Alberta Ball (Outside Flower Beds)

-Bill & Lila Dumas in memory of Bill's sister, Lilan L. Lauffer

OFFICIAL ACTS

Funerals— Helen Virginia Siebieda

OUR NEW SHOWER FACILITIES

A number of years ago we had a bus load of younglpecome to St. Mark on their way across courj
try and ask if they could spend a couple nightgjilegl in our church. We said yes. The only problen
we had was no shower facilities. At that timeihkhPastor Al was the director of the YMCA and he
said they could come to the “Y” and shower.

-

A few years ago we had a terrible flood and someuofparishioners
were displaced from their homes by flood waterse &buld have taken
them in our church, because we had a kitchen atcboan, but again we
didn’t have shower facilities.

This past year we had some electric problems ivaéley and some of
our parishioners had no electricity for two or #hdays. If we had

NEW
OWE S shower facilities in the church these parishiomendd have stayed in our
i READY

youth lounge very comfortably and used our kitched restrooms.

With these examples in mind, some of us decidaetbtsomething about the shower situation. So, tg

day we have a beautiful two stall shower facilitytbe back of our old stage. We have this becafise

the long and hard volunteer work of two of our mensb These members are Gary Stuntz and Mer

Evans. Some of the painting and minor work wasedmnDick White and PJ Ondrik, Jr. Also, mon-

ies for the total cost of this project came fronotlier member of our congregation, Helen Mendel, $o

when you see one of these people please tell tlenpleased we are with this gift to St. Mark.
-Les Cline




MAY BIRTHDAYS

2—Rene Folmar

3—Zachary McAbee

4—Brittiney Coast

6—Drew Eberle, Kerry Marshall, Collin Zambito
9—Grant Hillberry, Harry Sacco, Debbie Taylor

10—Jacob Clemons, Katelyn Marshall, Jeremy West

12—Brooke Serig

13—Devin Glass, Rylie White

14—Rusty Davis

15—Blake Watkins

16—Ruth Little (91 yrs. Old)

17—Robin Kriner

18—Natalie Nelson

19—2Bill Ackerman, Ashley Gast, Jesse Porter
20—Don Hall

21—Matt Ellison

22—Norma Robinson

25—Alex Oravetz, Dorothy Parshall (94 yrs. Old)
26—Kaitlyn Robinson Harsh

28—Gary Roesser

29—Loretta Craig

30—Alexis Bell, Michelle Serig Wood, Michael Serig

irthdays &<
s

~

Safl€

MAY WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

4—Dan & Sharon Lewis
Howard & Heidi Watkins
6—Pr. Paul & Sherri Schafer
7—Sam & Becky Krumski
12—Roy & Roberta Crews
18—Jim & Debbie Taylor
27—Kirk & Charli Gast

MAY ALTAR FLOWERS

3—Art & Cathy Schehl in honor of grandson, Colfiambito’s 4th birthday 5/6
The Stein Family in memory of grandpa, Véith P. Dieckmann and Aunt,

Alice Folmar’s birthdays 5/8

10—aBill & Sharon Hahne in memory of mother, Emilplkhe at her birth date 5/1. ":

St. Mark Church in honor of Pastor Paulls Ahniversary in ministry with us %g gﬁ

Dorothy Shaw in memory of husband, Chaaldsis birth date 5/9 and in (4] e 2
honor of son-in-law, Harry Sacco at highday 5/9 o
Paula Condor & Family in memory of Al Camd b

17—Jim & Debbie Taylor in honor of their 39th WedgiAnniversary 5/18
Wilma Rentschler in memory of husband, Fatdis birth date 5/21
Ken & Ellen Kriner, Brandon and Laura KninBevin, Gavin, and Jacee Glass in memory of
Caleb Glass

24—Mary Ellen Knauss in honor of Granddaughter,theds Wedding Anniversary 5/22/04
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If you are considering a gift to St Mark — please se the following list as a guide:
— Approximate pricing is listed if known -

St Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church Wish List
Gifting may be tax deductible

2 AED Units — (defibrillator units) one for each floor of thiburch ...Cost $1800 each - total cost of
the project $3600

St Mark Disaster Response Fund- development of community readiness program

Electronic Elevator Sensor— upgrade to keep the door from shutting when $loimg or someone is
in the doorway - Cost $2480

Seminary Support Fund- financial support to our St Mark seminary studen

Clavinova Pianofor the musical performances first floor/fellowglhall - Cost $3500

Camp Luther Assistance Fund- sponsor St Mark youth attendance to camp

Donations (of any size) taeduce the rental property demolition costs line otredit .... Total
needed $16,000

College Grant/Scholarship Fund —financial assistance to our college attendees

Storage building - to store lawn equipment and gasoline - Cost 450

National Youth Gathering Fund — help support our youth being involved in thigibiaal event
Donations for Parking Lot Repaving— Estimated total cost $40,000 - $50,000

Sidewalk Replacement- much needed project. We need to replace ab@ute#h of sidewalk at a
cost of about $20,000 - $25,000. $50 will replabeut 8 sq. ft. or 1 linear foot with curbs
Educational windaucet replacements- 9 or 10 needed @ $120 each

Sunday School/Parish Education Support fund donatios

Property Acquisition Fund — Four properties - @ $50,000 - $80,000 &atal cost $200,000 -
$320,000

Lawn Tractor with plow unit — $4000

Office Equipment/Supply Fund donations

Surveillance system- buzzer, bell and/or camera on the side doozzgu$160)

Technology funddonations to allow for continued upgrades as neeede

Portable Display Easel -when a temporary sign is needed

Sq. Card Table replacements for Fellowship Hall -€ost $57 each or $1,183 for 24 (save $200)
Additional Padded Chairsfor Fellowship Hall - cost approx. $35 each

Support for St Mark’sVlusic Ministry and Special Music Fund

Supplementaheater for nursery - Safety operation must be the primary concerrst G800

Cost ofPainting the Secretary’s Officearea — this really needs it.

Cost of repair and painting various areas in the church.

New Advent Banners— $500 - $600

Air conditioning unit upgrade for the units that service the Sanctuary and kitch

Additional St Mark members — cost - just an invitaton — try it, it works!

Consider donations afash, stocks and bondt add to St. Mark’s income producing portfolidhis
will help produce an income stream to help paysfume of the needed improvements listed above and
help provide St Mark with long term financial st#lgi— Bonus to you- it may be income tax deducti-
ble. Giving an IRA or “Qualified” money to a chiwrcan be exempt from capital gains tax.

Please inquire to Pastor Paul at church or Harcg&804-242-2205 if you have questions or wish tg
add something to this “wish List”




THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE ROME!

JULY 27-31, 2009. 9AM-NOON.

Imagine what it was like to live and work in what
was considered the center of the world...the busy
metropolis of Rome. You would hear the buzz
about the teacher Paul, who was under house ar-
rest. You would see all kinds of shops, crafts and
food stands in the marketplace. Join us on a-fasci
nating journey through Bible time Rome and meet
slaves and soldiers, craftsmen and worshipers of
the one true God, worshiping in the underground
Church with St. Paul.

If you like to make things and would like to help
the kids come to know God in Rome, contact Amy
Hinkelman, or sign up on our web site. Rome has
all kinds of shops, so if you want to share cadligr
phy, wood-working, blacksmithing, or many otherliskicheck it out.

To find out more about Rome, sign-up to help ornegister your children see our web site
www.groupvbs.com/webtoybox/myvbs/elmgrove2009.

MAY SUNDAY SCHOOSCHEDULE

May 2009

3 T'Communion Class/ Peter Tells the Sanhedrin ammuts)Acts 4:5-14

10 F'Communion Class/ Philip Tells the Ethiopian abiegus Acts 8:26-40 First Communion Day
17 Peter Visits Cornelius Acts 10:1-44

21 Ascension of Our Lord

24 Barnabas Encourages Christians in Antioch Att$9

31 Day of Pentecost Paul Describes Genuine Ld@erinthians 13:1-13

First Communion Classes for kids in third gradéigher will take

place April 26-May 10, 2009. First Communion via# celebrated at
\‘“ PP the 10:15 Worship Service on May 10. Please dtay worship and
—@ ‘ 0009 honor our First Communicants at a brief reception.

e
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Community

| utheran
Partners, Nc

TOUR DE REVS

On Tuesday, May 19, 2009, our very own Tour de Rewses to the WV-WMd Synod. They are be-
ginning their journey of 13,000 miles to raise agvaess and $5 million for ELCA World Hunger.

The bike is lubed up and the pastors are ‘rarijdbThe Tour de Revs begins its odyssey to raise m
lions for ELCA World Hunger on May 13, 2009. RastSoltow, Schlak and Twedt are preparing
both mentally and physically for their tour arouhé United States (including Alaska and Puerto Rigo
to bear witness to the cause of hunger and subtairnzealthy lifestyles for all of us

Please join the adventure by traveling to St. Matkitheran Church in Clarksburg, WV for a late af-
ternoon picnic and celebration of their journeyorZLutheran Church in Bethlehem has offered to
take their 11 passenger van if you would like tdogbare not able to drive. Please contact Sherri
Schafer if you would like to travel by van. (304228012) The van will be leaving Zion around 4pm
on Tuesday afternoon.

V—H“ ealln On May 17 following the 10:15am service, we wiltlyer to-

gether as a church to discuss a new Health Minisitigtive.

ERRE This new ministry will address the emergency nexdhe
I“lSIW congregation inside the walls of the church as agllhe com-
munity we are called to serve outside the wallswfchurch.
Some of the topics we will be discussing include:

a First Aid/CPR class for members

the purchase of 2 AED units (automated extern@bidéator)
CERT (community emergency response training)

Red Cross Shelter training

future health and wellness classes

Please join us as we begin this journey togetlgrou cannot attend this gathering, please contact
Mark Fulton to let him know you are interested @irty a part of this new ministry.




LYO Winter Weekend was held at Camp Hickory in @tr€o., MD on Feb. 27 & 28. Attending
from St. Mark wereStan, Gary, and Brittany. Their fearless leader wa Gary, Sr.

THIS ‘N THAT

PRAYER LIST UPDATE: We would appreciate those of you having familyraarfds on the Prayer
List to please review their status and inform tharch office (304-242-3466) to remain on the list 0
be removed. We continue to lift up in prayer atigl in need of our communal prayers and we want
keep current the Prayer List included in Sundaykehin.

Anyone wishing to recognize someone’$'@0 older birthday in the newsletter, please carttae
church office (304-242-3466). We will be happy ¢ature their birthday upon request.

IS YOUR GIVING CURRENT? Our anticipated “giving” through March 31, 2008$42,500.
“Giving” received totals $43,795. Everyone is todmenmended for their generous giving. Total in-
come-to-date is $57,285 while total spending-tedatb67,998esulting in a deficit spending to
date of $10,713The March church financial statement is postetherfirst floor bulletin board for
those interested.

Thanks to all who donated candy for our Resurradiigg Hunt. We can definitely claim that we hay
the best Egg Hunt in the Ohio Valley because ohigh quality of candy donated each year.

A very special thanks to everyone that helped peefiee luncheon for the Resurrection Egg Hunt.
Thanks taGary, Brittany and Robert for playing Easter Bunny and @ary for taking pictures.

e
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TH'N THAT continued

To: Congregation of St. Mark Lutheran Church—The oss of greenery and white flowers were
beautiful. Thank you very much. Also thanks toe ladies of St. Mark for the delicious meal you
served us after Bill's funeral service. -The William L. Schafer Family

To: St. Mark Congregation and the Ladies Bible Gno—Thank you for all the prayers that were
said for me while | was in the hospital 3-21 thrd3.. A special thanks to Pastor Paul who visited
me several times during my hospital stay. And thagmou for the meals you brought us.

-God Biedudy Dumas Hillberry

Dear Members of St. Mark, - Do you know where PasRaul can be found before 8 A.M. on a

Monday morning? It could be at the hospital. Toynsurprise, | saw his smiling face as | waited in

my wheelchair for my surgery. | told everyone tha was my pastor. They said, “He is often in Pr

-op in the early mornings.” How proud | am to havaich a dedicated Pastor. My surgeon was

pleased to hear that we prayed for him. How blekge are at St. Mark, thank you Pastor Paul.
-Betha@ast

Thanks to th&/omen of St. Mark for purchasing a new grill for our kitchen. Thislldits over four
burners of our stove, and the exhaust fan themesaout any smoke that might come from our cookir
The people that use a grill from time to time rngalppreciate this gift to our church.

Thanks to théMen'’s Fellowship Group from the St. Mark Softball team for their financglpport
again this year. The team asks for your suppacbming to one of their games which they will be
playing at the Bridgestreet Field. A schedule Wwdlforth coming.

OUR PINE TREE FLOWER GARDEN—Upon the death of MrMés. Elwood Ball, their daughter
Margie and sorRick decided to take care of the expense for the up&gtps particular flower gar-
den. This year through the hard work of our manateee manBill Flesch and the donation from
Margie & Rick we once again have a very beautifmver and tree garden for our community to look
at as they go up and down Kruger Street. Laténenyear Bill will be planting some late seasomflo
ers, so that we will have a colorful garden urté winter season. Our thanks go out to these three
people for their thoughtfulness in helping to keep front lawn in such a beautiful condition

Recently pictured in the newspaper Mask White answering a question in the “Valley Viewpoint”.

LENTEN LUNCHEON: Many thanks to those who made salads and helghdtve Lenten Lunch-
eon. Approximately forty (40) people attended tfaar’'s event. Many thanks 8andy Beck Ellen
Kriner and Mary Anna Strickler , who co-chaired the event. Thrivent Financiallfotherans con-
tributed funding to cover the luncheon expenses.

The ELCA Foundation and the Luthran Planned Giyirmgram can assist members of our congrega
tion to find ways to plan a gift to the ministrythie church through their estate or by lifetime. gif
Please let Barbara Carl, Regional Gift PlannehefELCA Foundation/Lutheran Planned Giving
know if you would like to discuss estate plannimgl giving. Call 724-438-7741 for Barbara B. Carl,
Regional Gift Planner.

L

11}

g.
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The printing & donation of materials for this newatsér
printing was partially funded by

RUSSELL & CHRISTY DUNKIN
IN HONOR OF DAUGHTER,
AUBREY’S FIRST BIRTHDAY 5/22




